Born and raised in East Bakersfield.
Father of one and proud husband.
Grew up in poverty and worked my
way up and out. Bakersfield has been
home for 55 years and glad

to be apart of our community.

Been here for 15 years. | moved here
for work, and this is home. | moved
here because the people make the

place. It felt most like home.

BAKERSFIELD 2045

RISE Vision Statement
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Bakersfield is a resilient and diverse city that cultivates collaboration in order to provide the
highest quality of life for its people. We celebrate our diversity and enjoy a deep sense of
community that is fostered through safe and affordable neighborhoods, plentiful parks,

and vibrant cultural centers. Natural systems, working lands, and urban life blend together
for a thriving economy where high-quality goods and services are accessible through
multimodal means and active lifestyles are supported by urban greenery, clean air, and
transformative planning.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

@:‘9‘% Sustainable Living

D Our lifestyle supports a sustainable future and clean environment. Our city
embraces sustainable living to foster a clean environment and a diverse economy, reduce
emissions, and increase renewable energy and innovative technology. Urban green space
and transportation improvements ensure sustainable and active lifestyles for all ages. We
prioritize outdoor recreation and ensure that it is accessible. The Kern River is a valued
centerpiece for recreation and the natural environment.

Economic Vitality

Q2

to opportunity and a strong, diverse economy that supports the prosperity of future

Our economic base is diverse and resilient. Bakersfield residents have access

generations. We retain talent and foster innovation in industries and business, including
education, energy, and healthcare. Access to High-Speed Rail and state of the art
technology create space for new and innovative businesses and industries to thrive in

a variety of retail, entertainment, and business centers throughout the city.



| was raised down the
street on Cannon Avenue
in low-income housing.

| enjoyed having a place
to call home. Now | live
on the Eastside and moved

back to Bakersfield to give

back to my community.

% Equitable Access to Quality Services and Infrastructure

All Bakersfield residents have access to quality services and infrastructure that improve the
health and well-being for them and their families. Equitable access to resources and services can be met in
all neighborhoods and for all households. Public facilities and community amenities are well maintained and
funded to provide for the social needs of the community through strong local and regional programs and
partnerships.

Embracing Community Diversity and Identity

Bakersfield is known for its musical and civic legacy, restaurants, and cultural arts. That
sense of community is palpable through cultural centers that reflect the diversity and commitment to
Bakersfield’s past, present, and future. Residents appreciate the multi-cultural and inter-generational
connections that are fostered within the city and honor our heritage and culture by prioritizing
neighborhood resources and improving access to local arts, cultural, and historical resources.

Purposeful and Cohesive Planning

Thoughtful growth allows Bakersfield to maintain its charm while providing cohesive design and
allowing for the needs of an evolving community. Smart growth principles lead to thriving neighborhoods
with multi-modal connections to jobs, services, grocery stores, schools, and shopping options, while diverse
and mixed housing allow for affordable options and more dynamic communities. Opportunity areas in the
city are developed in ways that are equitable, economically driven, and rich with amenities and services, but
honor the many historic areas and the Kern River through integration into development and design.

Health, Safety, and Quality of Life

Bakersfield residents feel safe in their homes, neighborhoods, parks, and public places, and
the natural and built environment promote healthy and active living. Planning and emergency response
look to the future and are resilient to climate change and natural disasters. Communities and households
are prepared for natural disasters through knowledge and empowerment, interconnected neighborhoods,
resilient development, infrastructure improvements, and equitable access to social services, amenities,

and necessities.



