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• What is the Housing Element 
and what does it cover?

• What is the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment (RHNA)?

• Adopted State Legislation that 
influences Housing Elements

• Bakersfield’s Housing Element 
schedule

• City Council’s role

Introduction to the Housing Element Update
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• One of the eight mandatory elements in 
the City’s General Plan.

• The Housing Element is governed by 
California Government Code Article 
10.6 (Sections 65580-65589.11)

• Required to be updated every 8 years in 
accordance with the RHNA cycle.

What is the Housing Element?
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What does the Housing Element cover?
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Constraints

Market

Governmental
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Housing 
Resources

Future Housing 
Needs –
RHNA 

Requirement

Housing 
Preservation

Community 
Plan

Objectives and 
Programs to 

Address 
Housing Needs

Resources
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Why does the City need a Housing Element?

• Compliance with State Law

• Non-compliance triggers potential fines

• Jurisdiction’s General Plan could be deemed inadequate and therefore invalid

• A noncompliant General Plan creates the potential for being sued when making 

land use decisions

• City would be ineligible for several Federal and State housing, community 

development and infrastructure funding and grant programs
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• State housing production 
goal

• A representation of future 
housing needs for all income 
levels in a region to be built 
within an 8-year housing 
cycle

Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA)
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RHNA Allocation Process

California Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD)

Kern Council of Governments            
(Kern COG)

City of Arvin City of 
Bakersfield

City of California 
City

City of Delano City of Maricopa City of McFarland City of RIdgecrest City of Shafter City of Taft City of Tehachapi City of Wasco
Kern County 

(unincorporated)

57,650 units
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Kern COG’s Methodology

RHNA Objectives:

1. Increase housing supply and mix of housing types

2. Promote infill, equality, and environment

3. Ensure jobs housing balance and fit

4. Promote regional income party

5. Affirmatively further fair housing
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Kern COG Jurisdictional Allocation
Jurisdiction 6th Cycle RHNA

Arvin 1,174

Bakersfield 37,461

California City 427

Delano 1,866

Maricopa 13

McFarland 244

Ridgecrest 1,436

Shafter 3,294

Taft 504

Tehachapi 902

Wasco 1,086

Kern County (unincorporated) 9,243

TOTAL 57,650
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Bakersfield’s RHNA Breakdown

Income Category Income 
Characteristics

Number of Units in 
6th Cycle RHNA

Extremely Low 29% or less AMI

Very Low 30-50% AMI

Low 51-80% AMI

Moderate 81-120% AMI

Above Moderate 120%+ AMI

TOTAL
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How will Bakersfield meet RHNA?

• Building Permits issued for residential development after July 1, 2023 
are applied towards the allocation

• Evaluation of site with appropriate zoning and development standards 
to accommodate residential development by category

• Rezoning to accommodate a higher density to meet the allocation for 
very low- and low-income units
• Densities need to be at least 25 dwelling units per acre



BAKERSFIELD GENERAL PLAN AND HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 12

State Legislation

Recently Adopted State Housing Legislation

AB 744 – Density 
Bonus

SB 540 – Workforce 
Housing Opportunity 

Zone

AB 686- Affirmatively 
Further Fair Housing

AB 587 – Separate Sale 
or Conveyance: ADU

AB 2685 – Housing 
Element Adoption

AB 1934 –
Development Bonus –

Mixed Use

AB 1505 – Zoning 
(Inclusionary Housing 

Ord.) 

AB 2162 – Supportive 
Housing

AB 686 – Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair 

Housing

SB 35/SB 765 –
Affordable Housing 

Streamlined Approval

AB 2208 – Inventory of 
Land for Residential 

Development

AB 72 – Housing 
Element Compliance

AB 2372 – Floor Area 
Ratio Bonus

AB 670 – ADU; 
Common Interest Dev.

SB 166 – Residential 
Density and 
Affordability

AB 879 – Housing 
Development Fees

AB 678/SB 167 –
Housing Accountability 

Act

AB 2797 – Density 
Bonuses

AB 1783 H-2A –
Worker Housing

AB 215 – Public Review 
Timeframes

SB 330 – Housing Crisis 
Act of 2019

AB 1771 - RHNA AB 3194 – Housing 
Acct Act: Project 

Approval

SB 229 – Accessory 
Dwelling Units

AB 1398 – Re-zoning

Prohibits an affected city or county from enacting a development policy or
standard that would:
• reduce intensity of land use unless an equivalent increase in intensity is

provided elsewhere,
• impose design review standards that are not objective,
• limit housing through moratoriums, land use approvals or permits, or

capping housing units.

Cities are prevented from enacting ordinances that would negatively affect
housing developments that have already submitted a preliminary application.
Projects shall have a no net loss in residential units for affordable housing.

This law establishes a streamlined, ministerial review process for certain multifamily affordable
housing projects that are proposed in local jurisdictions that have not met regional housing
needs until 2026. Developments must be infill, complies with zoning, have 10% of units for
lower-income, and projects over 10 units must use prevailing wage and skilled and trained
labor.

This law makes numerous changes to ADU law, including defining parking
requirements, zoning for single-family dwellings, sizing floorspace, charging for
utility services, and distinguishing ADU renting and selling.

If a local government fails to adopt a housing element that HCD has 
found to be in substantial compliance with state law within 120 days of 
the statutory deadline, then rezoning must occur no later than 1 year 

from the statutory deadline.
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Project Timeline

Evaluation of Current 
Housing Element and 

Programs

Site Inventory

Community 
Workshops

Study Sessions

Public Survey

Draft Housing 
Element 

Preparation Release of 
Draft 

Housing 
Element for 

Public 
Review

Submit Draft to 
HCD

Planning 
Commission 

and City 
Council 

Adoption 
Hearings

Submit to HCD 
for Certification

2022 2023
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• Decision-making

• Approve submittal of Draft Housing 
Element to HCD

• Approval of Housing Element

• Neighborhood sounding 
board

What role does the City Council 
play in the process?
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Questions?


