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Å What is the Housing Element 
and what does it cover?

Å What is the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment (RHNA)?

Å Adopted State Legislation that 
influences Housing Elements

Å .ŀƪŜǊǎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
schedule

Å /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ

Introduction to the Housing Element Update
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Å One of the eight mandatory elements in 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tƭŀƴΦ

Å The Housing Element is governed by 
California Government Code Article 
10.6 (Sections 65580-65589.11)

Å Required to be updated every 8 years in 
accordance with the RHNA cycle.

What is the Housing Element?
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What does the Housing Element cover?
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Why does the City need a Housing Element?

ÅCompliance with State Law

ÅNon-compliance triggers potential fines

ÅWǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴǾŀƭƛŘ

ÅA noncompliant General Plan creates the potential for being sued when making 

land use decisions

ÅCity would be ineligible for several Federal and State housing, community 

development and infrastructure funding and grant programs
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Å State housing production 
goal

Å A representation of future 
housing needs for all income 
levels in a region to be built 
within an 8-year housing 
cycle

Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA)
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RHNA Allocation Process

California Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD)

Kern Council of Governments            
(Kern COG)

City of Arvin City of 
Bakersfield

City of California 
City

City of Delano City of Maricopa City of McFarland City of RIdgecrest City of Shafter City of Taft City of Tehachapi City of Wasco
Kern County 

(unincorporated)

57,650 units
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YŜǊƴ /hDΩǎ aŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ

RHNA Objectives:

1. Increase housing supply and mix of housing types

2. Promote infill, equality, and environment

3. Ensure jobs housing balance and fit

4. Promote regional income party

5. Affirmatively further fair housing


